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“What surprised me was that Michael, an artist who has grown up in the United States, could penetrate to the essence of traditional
Chinese art to the point where he has been able to blend its spirit and materials with new ideas and sentiments to create a new
artistic form that is both at variance and in harmony with Chinese tradition.” -- Shao Dazhen

“Michaels specific characteristics lie in his taking the playful approach of the traditional Chinese literati and the rules of these games
that they play, along with classic images and relics, and entering into a new round of games with them..” -- Yin Jinan

“For a Chinese art historian, both the distinctive ‘sliced imagery’ and format of Michael Cherney’ art are classical and modern at
the same time. The imagery (or segments, or excerpts) resulting from the enlargement of slices shifts between the abstract and the
concrete. The work thus possesses breathtaking charm, and offers limitless imaginary space for the viewer.” -- Lee Huishu

“The images remain abstract until the unfolding of the album; as the eye and mind of the viewer slowly acclimate to bring the
complete work into focus, the result is a kind of ‘ah-ha’ experience. Subject matter that was at first hidden, secretive, almost
unknown, becomes unmasked.” -- Judith Hoffberg

“Cherney’s enlarged, abstract images have relieved photography of the burden of ‘faithful recording. Only through liberation from
the burden of xingsi (likeness in form) might abstract thought processes come alive, just as photography’s relieving painting of the
burden of shensi (likeness in spirit) ushered in a new era of diversity and vibrancy in the history of modern painting. Cherney
reendows the medium of photography with a new territory of conflicting forces. Within the intimate ambiance of Chinese
traditional art, we can accept photography as an art form without hesitation. ” -- Leo Chen

“Michael Cherney shares with us an alternative window on the world, hinting at the rewards resulting from close and thoughtful
scrutiny of the visual realm.” -- Britta Erickson

Works can be found in the permanent collection of the following institutions: Getty Research Institute * Mandeville Special
Collections Library, University of California at San Diego * P. Y. and Kinmay W. Tang Center for East Asian Art, Princeton
University * Princeton University Art Museum * Santa Barbara Museum of Art
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INVITATION

“reframing”
the art of michael cherney

curator: britta erickson
2006 06.03 - 06.23 10am - 6pm
798 photo gallery
dashanzi art district
4 jiuxiangiao rd., chaoyang district

beijing, china

86-10-64381784

opening reception 2006 06.03 3:30pm
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